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H.R. 6890 – To extend the waiver authority for the Secretary of Education 
under section 105 of subtitle A of title IV of division B of Public Law 109-

148, relating to elementary and secondary education 
 

FLOOR SITUATION 
H.R. 6890 is being considered on the floor under suspension of the rules and will require a two-thirds 
majority vote for passage. This legislation was introduced by Representative Charlie Melancon (D-LA) on 
September 15, 2008. The resolution was referred to the Committee on Education and Labor, but was 
never considered. 
 
H.R. 6890 is expected to be considered on the floor of the House on September 22, 2008. 
 

SUMMARY 
This legislation extends the Secretary of Education’s waiver authority provided under the Hurricane 
Education Relief Act (P.L. 109-148) for one additional year, through Sept. 30, 2009. 
 

BACKGROUND 
The Hurricane Education Relief Act was enacted into law as part of the fiscal year 2006 Defense 
Appropriations Act.  The Act provides assistance to elementary and secondary school students displaced 
by hurricanes in the Gulf Coast. Under current law, school districts may only use Federal funds to 
supplement state and local funds. The Hurricane Education Relief Act, however, granted the Education 
Department the authority to waive this requirement in the wake of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.  
 
The current waiver authority in the Hurricane Education Relief Act is set to expire on September 30, 
2008.  In recent weeks, the Gulf Coast has been hit by Hurricanes Gustav and Ike.  These storms have 
caused severe damage to parts of Texas, Louisiana, and the Gulf Coast, including widespread flooding 
and power outages. 
 

COST 
The Congressional Budget Office (CBO) has not produced a cost estimate for H.R. 6890 as of September 
20, 2008.  
 

STAFF CONTACT 
For questions or further information contact Adam Hepburn at 6-2302. 
 
 
 
 


